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Editorial

Chairman’s Remarks

Mankind is vulnerable to both manmade and
natural disasters alike. While we are all pondering
on the possible solutions to protect human lives in
this polluted environment, the whole world is
astonished by the radiation leakage in Japan
resulted from the earthquake.

The past few months have been a trying time and
major changes around the globe. Nature showed
its great might through earthquakes and tsunami,
claiming many lives within seconds.
Many
countries had citizens fighting and sacrificing their
lives for a higher degree of democratic governance.

When we all joined to wish that the radiation
leakage problem will be placed in good hands and
be under control very soon, we should also
remember there are damages brought about by
natural perils that cannot be avoided but everyone
can actively play a part to protect and conserve our
environment in our daily life.

Coincidentally, the Institute rode over a crisis
moment in mid March when called upon to play an
active role in a public engagement event that
discussed what would be a better way to handle the
ever increasing municipal wastes risings of Hong
Kong, being one of the most consumer oriented
cities in the world. Members’ views are divergent.
Some questioned the rationale behind what is
perceived as a move away from a pure professional
focus. Others favor taking a proactive change in
direction to include a “public interest” perspective
in the “Institute’s position” over territorial issues
that matters to the public: such as where the first
Municipal Wastes Incinerator should be located.

Judgment was handed down by the High Court on
18 April 2011 on a judicial review in respect of the
environmental impact assessment of Hong KongZhuhai-Macao Bridge. In case you are not
familiarized with the judgment, the Court did not
accept six out of the seven contentions which were
raised in the judicial review application. The Court
made its ruling on the ground that the Government
had only provided the projected environmental
conditions with the project in place but not the
environmental conditions without the project in
place. I believe a few of our professionals are
studying the contents of the judgment and its
implications before deciding how to handle our
upcoming EIAO submissions to the EPD. More
important is EPD needs to decide quickly the way
forward for the fate of this significant regional
transportation connection that will bring a new era
for various key sectors in Hong Kong. Time is
running out.
David YEUNG

The episode eventually led to a “position” formally
raised as a “Public Comment” to EPD as the EIA
Ordinance Authority on 18 March, under the
signature of Chair to the Institute, including a
caveat on the number of members supporting or
objecting. This written comment also served as a
formal follow up by the Institute, as one of five
joint organizers, to participate in the “Public
Forum on Integrated Wastes Management
Facilities: A Technical Perspective”, held on 16
March 2011 at the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University.
Given the unprecedented increasing “Climate
Change” impact, the Institute is inclined to
proactively explore, on top of adjusting our daily
lifestyle, what further we can contribute as a
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professional body to reduce carbon emissions. A
seminar:
“Environmental Risk in Business
Decision Making”, targeted for attendance by
members, is being planned to follow the AGM.
We need your strong support and participation.
Our AGM will be held on 18 May and we look
forward to seeing you all in the AGM.
Shirley LEE

Report from the Secretary
Since the enactment of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Ordinance in 1997, we seldom read
about the news on EIA issues in the past. The
recently judicial review brought EIA process on the
news headlines. No matter you agree or disagree
with the Court Judgment or opine that our
“environmental bucket” is half-full or half-empty,
as a group of EIA practitioners with different
background, you might have some questions,
comments or distinct insight on the EIA process.
In view of this, we have a special arrangement of
the AGM this year. Instead of inviting a guest
speaker, we will have a debate on the topic “The
EIA process in Hong Kong is inadequate?” We
would like to share the views among our members
in this annual event. Different voices are welcome.
If you are interested to be one of the debaters,
please
inform
us
by
email
(hon.sec.hkieia@gmail.com).
You can also
express your views during the Q&A session. For
details, you may refer to the AGM 2011
Notification Pack which has been provided to you
by
email
or
http://www.hkieia.org.hk/about/news.htm.
We look forward to seeing you at the AGM on 18
May 2011.
Claudine LEE

HKIEIA Activities
Eco-tour in Marcau and Zhuhai, 22 January
2011
HKIEIA members and friends were invited by
CIWEM (Chartered Institute of Water and
Environmental Management) HK to participate in
two Eco-tours in Macau and Zhuhai in January
2011.
With Dr. Mark Shea of China-Hong Kong Ecology
Consultants Limited and Dr. Dragon Lei of the
Macau Environmental Protection Bureau (MEPB)
who have been working in collaboration for the
protection of the Cotai City Ecological Protection
Zone, as our specialist eco-tour guide, participants
visited Ecological Protection Zone on 8 January
2011. The two ecological specialists shared with us
their ecological management and monitoring
experience in Cotai City Ecological Protection
Zone during visit. Participants could also observe
the wetland birds residing in the ecological
protection zone with binoculars provided by MEPB.

Group Photo of the Participants

On 22 Jan 2011, CIWEM HK and the HKLA
(Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects have
organized another eco-tour to Qiao-Dangan Island
Nature Reserve and invited delegates from
HKIEIA to join the event. Mr. Dong An, an
official of the Nature Reserve, guided us through a
walk-tour within the 51 hectares mangrove
protection zone located in Qiao Island.
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Technical Visit to West Island Line, 26 February
2011

Group Photo of the Participants

In the afternoon of the same day, we visited the
Pearl River Chinese White Dolphin National
Nature Reserve Management Base. Mr. Chan and
Mr. Wan of the Nature Reserve Management Base
shared with us their experience in conservation and
protection of Chinese White Dolphin in a talk after
the tour at the Management Base.

Group Photo at WIL Project Office

MTR had organized a technical site visit for the
Institute to their West Island Line (WIL) project on
26 February. It was a follow-up event from the
seminar on railway EIA update given by Glenn
Frommer, and his team last September. Objective
of this visit was to update the EIA practitioners the
current status of WIL and the implementation of
those environmental mitigation measures that MTR
had committed during the early project planning
stage in the EIA Report.

The wetland bird

Souvenir Presentation to the speakers

The wetland birds

Yeung Fai Fai

Rebecca Ieong (Environmental Engineer, MTR),
Jacob Lo (Arborist, MTR) and MK Cheung
(Environmental Manager of Gammon Construction
Limited) had taken the group to the wall tree at
Forbes Street and explained to them those tree
preservation and protection works that were being
undertaking including the tree audit, groundwater
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level monitoring, groundwater quality monitoring,
soil
sampling,
vibration
and
settlement
monitoring....etc.

range. Coaches from the Club also provided
detailed advice to improve participants’
swings. The two whole roast baby pigs were the
highlight during the BBQ session, with participants
utilized their best cooking skill to make it tasty. It
really needed great patience and skill throughout
the whole process. Participants finally enjoyed
these crispy baby pigs with the relaxing sunset
scenic and cool sea breeze of the Tolo
Harbour. Last but not least, we would like to
express our full appreciation to the participants for
their support to this social event.
Eva HO

Wall Tree at Forbes Street

Wall Tree Supporting Structure

Members of the HKIEIA had well acknowledged
the efforts made by MTR and their contractors on
the tree preservation and protection works.

Eco-Tour to Finless Porpoise Habitat in South of
Hong Kong, 19 March 2011
An Eco-tour to Finless Porpoise Habitat in South
of Hong Kong was jointly organized by HKIEIA
and the Chartered Institution of Water and
Environmental Management Hong Kong (CIWEM
HK) on 19 March 2011. The tour attracted over 25
participants. It started with an introduction made
by Dr. Samuel Hung on distribution, social
organisation, feeding behaviour and life cycle of
Indo-Pacific Finless Porpoise Neophocaena
phocaenoides in Hong Kong. Dr Hung also shared
with us his expert knowledge on ecological survey,
scientific research of stranded specimens and EIA
studies in relation to Finless Porpoise in Hong
Kong.

Henry LEUNG

Social gathering for a golfing and BBQ at
Whitehead Club Ma On Shan, 13 March 2011
In this fine Sunday afternoon of 13 March, this
social event was jointly organized by HKIEIA,
CIWEM and HKIOA with more than 25
participants. It began with a short introduction of
golfing by experienced coach from the Whitehead
Club. Participants then have a taste of golf by
making good swings and nice strokes in the driving

Souvenirs presented to Dr. Samuel Hung (middle) and
Mr. Grey Chow (second left)
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After yachting for an hour from Aberdeen, we
reached one of the Finless Porpoise hotspots, Ha
Mei Tsui of Lamma. Despite the rough sea and rain
shower, we went up the upper deck and searched
for porpoises which seemingly like “floating
tyres”. We were lucky to spot them although only
around 150 porpoises are estimated to occur in
southern waters of Hong Kong in spring.
The next Finless Porpoise hotspot visited was
Shek Ku Chau where it is the proposed site of the
Integrated Waste Management Facilities (IWMF)
and one of the White-bellied Sea Eagle habitats in
Hong Kong. We did not only see finless porpoise
there, but also had the honour to have Mr. Freeman
Cheung, Environmental Consultant of the EIA
Study “Development of IWMF”, to provide us a
briefing about the project site and Mr. Grey Chow
from Hong Kong Bird Watching Society to
introduce the habitat and features of White-bellied
Sea Eagles. We all had a very fruitful experience.
Most participants stayed behind for an enjoyable
local seafood lunch at Cheung Chau.
Emily Shek
Technical Forum on Integrated Waste
Management Facilities (IWMF), 16 March 2011
The technical forum was successfully held on 16
March and it was well attended with
representatives from the 5 professional institutes
including HKIEIA together with the practitioners.
Speakers from the industry, academic, NGO,
project proponent and their consultant had given
the audience with their broad perspective and
interpretations on the need of the project and how
formulation of Government policy could enhance
the 3 Rs (reduce, reuse & recycle) and to align
them with the overall Policy Framework for the
management of Municipal Solid Waste in Hong
Kong.
There were a lot of lively discussions / debates on
the policy, ecological issues as well as the process
that was administered under the EIAO to allow the
project proponent to take away with for their

further consideration in the following stages under
the EIAO.

Speakers at the forum

Henry LEUNG
Seminar on Railway Planning in Hong Kong
EIA and EM&A Developments, 23 March 2011
On 23rd March 2011, a joint seminar with the Hong
Kong Institute of Engineers (HKIE) was held. Dr
Glenn Frommer, Richard Kwan, Lisa Poon and
Henry Leung from MTR shared their wealth of
railway EIA and EM&A experiences. It was a
great success with about 130 attendees from the
HKIEIA and HKIE gathering at the HKIE
Headquarter. Due to the high turnout, a second
room with only TV access to the presentations had
to be used. This seminar was the second briefing
given by Dr Frommer and his team, in quick
succession to the first briefing at MTR just less
than 6 months ago.

Audiences from the industry
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The presentations covered: 3 EIA reports under
vetting (Shatin Central Link(SCL)), 2 projects
about to commence this year (South Island Line
and Kwun Tong Extension), 3 projects at their
EM&A stage (Express Rail Link, West Kowloon
Roads, West Island Line), and 1 recently approved
EIA Report (SCL Protection works). Updates on
each of the projects were given by the speakers,
highlighting project specific environmental
technical issues, as well as implementation issues.
It was informative to learn about the protocols that
MTR had been adopting to manage all these
projects, including site environmental performance
and stakeholders. These protocols have certainly
provided good references on effective EIA and
follow-up practices.

EPD reviewing a number of EIAs and their
feasibility before moving out to continue
contributing this experience with consultant. He
has vast experience in the field, gained from Hong
Kong and some from UK. It was a pleasure
listening to his past experience. This man is not
only humble but speaks in simple words. The other
thing within this man is not only is he an expert in
EIA but is actually a good diver (not in Cantonese
sense when you say diving.......from work). One of
his most favourite diving place is Malaysia. For
leisure, sometimes he coaches diving.

Dr. Pong Lai (Fifth Left) and Committee Members

M.H. Isa

HKIEIA Membership
Souvenir Presentation to the speakers

Given the success of the seminar, the institutes are
considering the next joint seminar on further
development updates, possibly inviting engineering
design team participation.

The Institute has currently a total of 280 members,
including 22 Fellows, 196 Corporate Members, 52
Associate Members, 7 Student Members and 3
Honorary Members. Members are reminded to
make your annual membership renewal together
with the completed CPD record immediately to
Ms. Clara U.

Josh LAM
Dinner with Dr. Pong Lai, 11 April 2011
On 11th April 2011 we the ExCo, have the honour
to have dinner with Dr. Pong Lai. Now some may
ask, "Who Dr. Pong Lai is?" To start with. Dr. Lai
is one of our very rare members who is holding the
membership as the Life Member of the HKIEIA.
Dr. Lai has retired in an ordinary sense. However,
he is an expert in EIA and has worked within the

Clara U

HKIEIA Finances
Thanks to our members who have paid their
subscriptions in a timely manner to maintain a
healthy balance of HK$909,736.09 in our Bank
Accounts as of 1 April 2011. For those who have
not paid their dues, please send the cheques to the
Hon Treasurer.
Freeman CHEUNG
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